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ANTI-POVERTY  AGENDA  ON  CAPITOL  HILL 


The  urgency  of  meeting  the  basic  human  needs  of  30 
million  Americans  for  food,  housing,  and  jobs  is  being 
dramatically  presented  to  Congress  %  the  Poor  People’s 
Campaign.  The  depth  of  the  need  has  been  reinforced 
by  the  reports  of  the  Kerner  Commission  on  Civil  Dis¬ 
orders,  by  the  Commission  on  Rural  Poverty,  and  by 
the  Citizens’  Board  of  Inquiry  into  Hunger.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  this  pressure  for  immediate  economic  and 
social  change  is  being  resisted  by  those  Congressmen 
who  believe  that  the  Nation  cannot  afford  to  pay  the 
bill.  This  social  debt  will  deepen  unless  Congress  has 
the  courage  to  drastically  cut  the  $81.8  billion  military 
component  of  the  fiscal  1969  Federal  budget  and  trans¬ 
fer  the  funds  to  some  of  the  anti-poverty  programs 
listed  below. 

Employment 

Hearings  have  just  been  completed  before  the  Senate 
Labor  and  Public  Welfare  Committee  on  two  bills 
which  attempt  to  overcome  unemployment  and  under¬ 
employment:  (a)  the  Emergency  Employment  and 
Training  Act  of  1968  (S.  3063)  by  Sen.  Joseph  Clark, 


WHEN  THE  AX  FALLS 

As  this  Newsletter  goes  to  press.  Congress  is  in  the 
process  of  agreeing  to  cut  spending  in  fiscal  year 
1969  six  billion  dollars  below  the  budget  requests. 
This  means  that  current  poverty  programs  will  suf¬ 
fer — expansion  will  be  a  dream — unless  Congress  is 
willing  to  drastically  reduce  the  $81.8  billion  military 
budgets — which  constitute  60%  of  the  total  appro- 
priations  requested.  Here  are  some  examples  of 
programs  you  should  ask  your  Congressman  to 


eliminate: 

In  billions 

Production  and  Development  of 
Nuclear  Weapons  by  the  AEG  .  $1.5 

Missile  Research  and  Development  . . . . .  2.5 

Military  Space  Programs  _  1.3 

Military  Personnel  in  Europe  . .  2.6 

Foreign  Military  and  Strategic  Assistance  . . .  1.1 

The  War  in  Vietnam  . . . . est.  32.0 


Ending  the  war  would  reduce  the  torment  of  millions 
in  Southeast  Asia.  Urge  your  Congressman  to  press 
for  accelerated  peace  talks. 


Pa.,  and  11  others,  which  would  provide  2.4  million 
jobs  in  the  public  and  private  sectors  over  4  years  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $10.3  billion,  and  (b)  a  bill 
amending  the  Manpower  and  Training  Act  (S.  3249) 
by  Sen.  Jacob  Javits,  N.Y.  and  eight  others,  which 
would  provide  tax  credits  for  businesses  who  have  train¬ 
ing  programs  for  the  unemployed,  and  authorize  $900 
million  over  two  years  for  180,000  public  service  jobs. 

A  bill  to  strengthen  the  Equal  Employment  Opportunity 
Commission  ( S.  3468 )  by  giving  it  the  power  to  issue 
“cease  and  desist”  orders  in  cases  of  discriminatory 
practices  is  expected  on  the  floor  soon.  Sen.  Everett 
Dirksen,  Ill.,  has  threatened  to  filibuster  this  bill. 

The  House  Education  and  Labor  Committee  is  conduct¬ 
ing  hearings  on  the  Guaranteed  Employment  Act  of 
1968  by  Rep.  James  O’Hara,  Mich.,  and  some  75  others 
(H.R.  12280).  This  bill  would  create  up  to  one  million 
jobs  at  any  one  time  through  grants  to  government 
and  non-profit  agencies  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $4 
billion  per  year.  No  action  is  scheduled  on  the  omnibus 
Full  Opportunity  Act  (H.R.  14244)  by  Rep.  John 
Conyers,  Mich.,  and  12  others,  which  would  authorize 
the  expenditure  of  $16  billion  each  year  for  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  three  million  jobs. 

A  proposal  (H.R.  16014)  to  help  farm  laborers  on 
large-scale  farms  who  wish  to  organize  has  been  re¬ 
ported  to  the  House  and  is  presently  before  the  Senate 
Labor  and  Public  Welfare  Committee  (S.  8).  Tlicse 
proposals  would  bring  migrant  workers  under  the  Na¬ 
tional  Labor  Relations  Act. 


Housing 

The  Senate  has  just  approved  67-4  a  modified  version 
of  the  Administration  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
Act  of  1968.  This  omnibus  bill  (S.  3497)  would  au¬ 
thorize  the  expenditures  of  approximately  $5  billion 
over  the  next  three  years  to  help  provide  1 .2  million  low 
income  units,  encourage  home  ownership  for  lower 
income  families,  extend  and  expand  existing  public 
housing,  rent  supplement,  urban  redevelopment  and 
Model  Cities  programs.  The  House  Banking  and  Cur¬ 
rency  Committee  has  just  completed  hearings  on  the 
Administration  bill,  H.R.  15264.  With  regard  to  fiscal 
year  1969  budget  requests,  however,  the  House  cut,  on 
May  8,  the  Model  Cities  Program  24%  to  $500  million 
and  rent  supplement  programs  62%  to  $25  million. 
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Hunger 

Last  month  the  Citizens’  Board  of  Inquiry  into  Hunger 
and  Malnutrition  in  the  United  States  issued  a  report, 
Hunger  U.S.A.  (available  from  the  New  Community 
Press,  1220  15th  St.,  N.W,,  Washington,  D.  C.  at  $3.00 
each).  The  report  revealed  that  one-fifth  of  the 
households  in  the  U.S.  have  diets  determined  by  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  to  be  ‘poor’,  and  that 
10  million  Americans  are  permanently  impaired  by 
malnutrition.  According  to  the  report,  the  commodity 
distribution  program  issues  food  which  does  not  satisfy 
nutritional  requirements;  the  Food  Stamp  Program 
reaches  only  18%  of  the  poor,  has  many  restrictions, 
and  is  often  too  expensive  for  those  with  insufficient 
income. 

In  response  to  this  recent  concern,  there  have  been 
some  attempts  to  expand  the  Food  Stamp  Program. 
The  House  has  agreed  to  the  Administration’s  request 
to  increase  the  fiscal  year  1969  Food  Stamp  Pro^am 
by  $40  million  to  $225  million.  Agriculture  Secretary 
Orville  Freeman  has  decided  to  release  $60  million  of 
unused  funds  to  expand  the  commodity  distribution 
program.  The  Secretary  has  also  urged  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  59  counties  which  until  now  had  not  been 
willing  to  enroll  in  these  food  programs.  In  addition, 
the  Senate  has  just  voted  31-30  to  allow  for  broader 
use  of  approximately  $200  million  which  was  previ¬ 
ously  earmarked  for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of 
particular  surpluses. 

Seventy  Representatives,  led  by  Reps.  Thomas  Foley, 
Wash.,  and  Charles  Goodell,  N.Y.,  and  39  Senators, 
led  by  Sen.  George  McGovern,  S.  Dak.,  have  urged 
establishment  of  a  commission  to  study  how  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  hunger  and  malnutrition  can  be  met.  Sen. 
Walter  Mondale,  Minn.,  has  introduced  the  Domestic 
Food  Assistance  Act  of  1968  (S.  3507)  which  would 
“assure  that  no  person  in  this  land  of  riches  and  plenty 
nee  1  starve  or  suffer  malnutrition  because  of  insuf¬ 
ficient  income.”  In  the  House,  Rep.  Charles  Bennett, 
Fla.,  has  introduced  H.R.  17439,  “A  bill  to  eliminate 
hunger  in  the  United  States,”  which  would  transfer 
all  food  programs  to  the  Department  of  Health,  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Welfare. 


Guaranteed  Annual  Income 

Income  allowances  and  supplements  for  those  who 
cannot  work  and  for  those  who  are  underpaid  have 
been  proposed  by  many  as  the  most  equitable  alterna¬ 
tive  to  an  unfair  and  inefficient  welfare  system.  A 
guaranteed  annual  income  has  recently  been  endorsed 
by  more  than  1000  of  the  Nation’s  economists.  Yet, 
there  is  little  legislation  outlining  such  a  program.  The 
Full  Opportunity  Act  of  Rep.  Conyers,  provides  for  a 
taxable  allowance  of  $10  per  child  per  month  for  all 
the  Nation’s  children.  Rep.  William  Ryan,  N.Y.,  has 
introduced  H.R.  17331  which  would  provide  for  a  min¬ 
imal  income  maintenance  system  tied  closely  with  work 
incentives.  This  bill  would  cost  $10-12  billion  a  year — 
$4  billion  above  present  welfare  costs. 

Help  bolster  efforts  to  meet  the  basic  human  needs 
of  all  Americans  by  urging  your  Congressman  to 
support  some  of  the  above  bills. 


“You  Must  Have  The  Wrong  Address  —  We’re 
A  Very  Prosperous  People” 


INDIVIDUAL  RIGHTS  AND  JUSTICE 

Because  of  growing  frustration  over  increased  violence, 
social  unrest,  and  dissent.  Congress  has  been  develop¬ 
ing  legislation  which  strikes  at  certain  basic  constitu¬ 
tional  rights.  In  adopting  a  heavily  amended  Crime 
Control  and  Safe  Streets  Bill  (S.  917,  H.R.  5037)  on 
May  24,  the  Senate  voted  72-4  to  undermine  Supreme 
Court  efforts  to  protect  the  rights  of  suspects.  S.  917 
would  infringe  upon  th^  right  to  privacy,  the  right  to 
counsel,  and  the  right  not  to  incriminate  oneself.  The 
“right”  to  bear  arms  in  a  violent  society  is  apparently 
considered  a  more  sacred  right  since  the  gun  control 
provision  is  a  weak  one.  S.  917  has  been  returned  to 
the  House  for  further  consideration.  Fortunately,  the 
Chairman  of  the  House  Judiciary  Committee,  Rep. 
Emanuel  Celler,  N.Y.,  has  said  that  he  would  not  go 
along  with  efforts  to  give  law  enforcement  officers 
power  to  ignore  constitutional  rights. 

The  Right  to  Counsel  and  to  Silence.  S.  917  would  allow 
the  use  of  confessions  and  line-up  identifications  as 
evidence  in  Federal  trials  even  if  this  evidence  was 
obtained  before  the  accused  was  informed  of  his  right 
to  remain  silent  or  to  consult  a  lawyer.  A  long  delay 
between  arrest  and  judicial  review  would  also  be 
countenanced.  These  provisions  would  reverse  Su¬ 
preme  Court  decisions  (Miranda,  Mallory,  and  Wade) 
which  were  intended  to  prevent  lengthy  incommuni¬ 
cado  interrogations  in  the  back  rooms  of  police  sta¬ 
tions.  In  the  opinion  of  Sens.  Tydings,  Md.;  Dodd, 
Conn.;  Hart,  Mich.;  Long,  Mo.;  Kennedy,  Mass.;  Bur- 
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dick,  N.  Dak.;  and  Fong,  Hawaii;  “To  allow  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  ...  to  take  advantage  of  the  ignorance  or  indi¬ 
gence  of  an  accused  would  violate  the  most  elementary 
principles  of  our  constitutional  jurisprudence.”  Fur¬ 
thermore,  such  provisions  would  not  necessarily  reduce 
crime.  According  to  former  U.S.  Attorney  David  Ache- 
son,  “Changes  in  court  decisions  and  prosecution  pro¬ 
cedures  would  have  about  the  same  effect  upon  the 
crime  rate  as  an  aspirin  would  have  on  a  tumor  of 
the  brain.”  Sen.  Tydings’  efforts  to  delete  these  re¬ 
strictive  provisions  were  defeated  51-31. 

Senators  were  equally  unresponsive  to  Sen.  Edward 
Long’s,  Mo.,  attempt  to  reverse  the  erosion  of  civil 
liberties  set  forth  in  the  Crime  Bill.  Sen.  Long’s  amend¬ 
ment  would  have  extended  the  right  to  counsel  to 
prospective  draftees  appearing  before  local  Boards. 
This  was  defeated  63-18.  The  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  has  urged  adoption  of  such  a  measure  on  the 
grounds  that  current  selective  service  procedures  make 
a  “mockery  of  due  process,”  they  are  “weighted  against 
the  inexperienced  and  often  uninformed  registrant.” 

The  Right  to  Privacy.  The  Crime  Bill  would,  for  the 
first  time  in  U.S.  history,  authorize  widespread  official 
wiretapping  and  electronic  surveillance  in  criminal  in¬ 
vestigations.  The  fifty  states  would  be  allowed  to  wire¬ 
tap  for  almost  any  felony.  Sen.  Long’s  efforts  to  delete 
this  provision  were  rejected  68-12  despite  Attorney 
General  Ramsey  Clark’s  assertion  that:  “Public  safety 
will  not  be  found  in  wiretapping.  Security  is  to  be 
found  in  excellence  in  law  enforcement,  in  courts  and 
in  corrections.  .  .  .  Nothing  so  mocks  privacy  as  the 
wiretap  and  electronic  surveillance.  They  are  incom¬ 
patible  with  a  free  society.” 

Sens.  Long  and  Hart  have  pointed  out  that  eavesdrop¬ 
ping  is  of  no  use  whatever  in  coping  with  the  muggings, 
rapes,  robberies  and  arsons  now  disrupting  city  life. 
“Wiretapping,”  according  to  Sen.  Hart,  “is  a  trespass 
against  the  home.  .  .  .  When  the  Government  overhears 
clients  talking  to  attorneys,  husbands  to  their  wives  .  .  . 
or  just  innocent  people  talking  to  other  innocent  people 
[the  Government]  is  clearly  playing  an  ‘ignoble  part’.” 

Strengthening  Law  Enforcement  and  Justice.  The  orig¬ 
inal  purpose  of  the  Safe  Streets  Bill  proposed  by  the 

Sorry — Corrected  Graph  from  May  ISewsletter 
U.S.  Economic  Assistance  as  a  Percent  of  G.N.P. 


2  78  —TOTAL  ECONOWC 


1949  1961  1962  B63  1964  1965  1966  1967  1966 


FISCAL  YEARS 

Other  Economic  includes  UN,  Peace  Corps,  Subscriptions/Contributions  to 
IBRD.  IDA,  ADB,  lADB. 


Johnson  Administration  was  to  provide  Federal  aid  to 
help  strengthen  local  police  and  judicial  agencies. 
S.  917  would  authorize  the  use  of  $400  million  over 
the  next  two  years  to  upgrade  law  enforcement  and 
control  “violent  civil  disorders”,  but  provides  no  author¬ 
izations  for  improvement  of  criminal  justice.  Further¬ 
more,  the  bill  would  bar  the  Federal  Government  from 
requiring  any  correction  of  racial  imbalance  in  local 
police  forces  before  making  enforcement  grants 
available. 

Bearing  Arms.  Efforts  to  more  effectively  curtail  mur¬ 
der  in  the  United  States  suffered  a  serious  setback 
during  Senate  debate  on  S.  917  when  Senators  refused 
53-29  to  include  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  long  guns. 
S.  917  would  prohibit  interstate  mail-order  or  over-the- 
counter  sale  of  handguns  but  unfortunately  rifles  and 
shotguns  can  also  kill  people — President  Kennedy  and 
Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  were  both  assassinated  by 
long  guns.  In  27%  of  the  murders  by  firearms  in  1966, 
the  murder  weapon  was  a  rifle  or  shotgun.  One  quarter 
of  the  law  enforcement  officers  killed  that  year  met 
their  death  by  long  guns.  Senators  apparently  found 
these  statistics  less  compelling  than  the  views  of  the 
National  Rifle  Association  and  other  sportsmen  groups. 

The  Right  to  Equal  Protection.  The  Ho'ise  has  cut  the 
budget  request  for  the  Equal  Employment  Opportunity 
Commission  from  $13.1  million  to  $6.9  million  while 
granting  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  all  the 
$207.4  million  requested.  Efforts  to  restore  part  of  the 
funds  needed  to  police  the  ban  on  discrimination  in 
employment  were  defeated,  131-121. 

ON  THE  INTERNATIONAL  FRONT 

The  general  malaise  in  Washington — the  war  and 
monetary  difficulties  are  having  a  tragic  effect  on  U.S. 
relations  with  the  developing  world  and  with  interna¬ 
tional  organizations.  The  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee,  in  a  6-6  vote,  decided  May  27  to  defer 
action  on  the  $200  million  requested  by  the  Admin¬ 
istration  for  the  soft-loan  window  of  the  Asian  Devel¬ 
opment  Bank.  The  House  Banking  and  Currency  Com¬ 
mittee  approved  the  authorization  in  April,  but  because 
of  a  large  minority  vote,  the  Committee  chairman  has 
not  brought  the  bill  to  the  floor.  The  Senate  action 
is  expected  to  kill  the  bill  for  this  year,  thus  postponing 
needed  agricultural  development  in  East  Asia.  .  .  . 
Action  on  the  proposed  $480  million  U.S.  contribution 
to  the  International  Development  Association  is  await¬ 
ing  Congressional  agreement  on  a  tax  increase  and 
budget  cuts.  Deferment  of  payment  by  the  United 
States  is  holding  up  new  lending  agreements  with 
India  and  Pakistan. 

War  Profits.  The  House  has  been  resisting  efforts  to 
tighten  up  on  the  Government’s  authority  to  recapture 
excessive  profits  from  the  multi-bilhon  dollar  defense 
industry.  May  27  the  House  approved  a  simple  3-year 
extension  of  the  Renegotiation  Act  but  refused  to  give 
the  Renegotiation  Board  power  to  review  the  profiteer¬ 
ing  of  businesses  whose  defense  contracts  with  the 
government  total  less  than  $1  million  a  year.  The  need 
for  tighter  control  has  been  pointed  up  by  Vice  Admiral 
Hyman  G.  Rickover  who  told  the  House  Banking  and 
Currency  Committee  last  month  that  profits  on  defense 
contracts  were,  on  the  average,  25%  higher  in  the 
last  3  years  than  in  the  preceding  4  years. 
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Have  You  Had  a  Referendum  Yet?  The  communities 
of  Beverly  Hills  and  Mill  Valley,  both  in  California, 
were  the  first  towns  to  express  opposition  to  the  War 
in  Vietnam  by  a  pubhc  referendum.  On  April  9,  Beverly 
Hills  voted  56%  for  “an  immediate  cease  fire  and  steps 
toward  rapid  deescalation  of  the  war  .  .  .  through  nego¬ 
tiations  with  all  participants  including  the  National 
Liberation  Front. .  .  .”  56.5%  of  the  voters  in  Mill 
Valley  voted  to  urge  the  President  to  withdraw  “from 
the  present  untenable  position  of  the  United  States.” 

Would  You  Like  to  Hear  Your  Congressman  on  Radio? 
A  number  of  Congressmen  are  now  participating  in 
Congressional  Comment,  a  series  of  5  minute  spots  on 
world  peace.  Presently  only  300  radio  stations  are 
carrying  these  recordings.  Urge  your  local  radio  sta¬ 
tion  to  schedule  the  program.  The  more  stations  that 
participate,  the  more  Congressmen  will  be  willing  to 
engage  in  this  unedited  debate.  For  information,  write 
William  C.  Winslow,  Office  of  Communication,  United 
Church  of  Christ,  289  Park  Avenue  South,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10010. 

The  People’s  Right  to  Know.  A  tabulation  of  Congres¬ 
sional  Committee  sessions  for  the  first  3  months  of 
1968  revealed  that  42%  of  all  committee  meetings 
were  in  closed  session.  House  committees  tend  to  be 
the  most  secretive :  the  Appropriations  Committee  had 
all  its  meetings  in  closed  session;  Judiciary,  56% ; 
and  Armed  Services,  49%.  On  the  Senate  side,  the 
Armed  Services  Committee  held  91%  of  their  sessions 
in  private  and  50%  of  the  Foreign  Relations  Commit¬ 
tee  meetings  were  closed. 

Woman  Divers.  It  seems  as  if  the  Pentagon  has  been 
broadening  its  research  interests.  Testimony  before  the 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  has  revealed  that 
some  recent  studies  sponsored  by  Department  of  De¬ 
fense  funds  include  such  topics  as  :“Cold  Adaptation 
of  Korean  Women  Divers”  $6,464;  “Investigation  on 


Spring-Summer  Meningo-Encephalitis  in  the  Eastern 
Part  of  Austria,”  $9,000;  “Upper  Limits  of  Safety  for 
Primaquine  in  Sensitive  Italians,”  $22,840;  and  “Prepa¬ 
ration  of  Potent  Polyvalent  Antivenom  Against  Middle 
Eastern  Snake  Venoms,”  $14,850. 

Riot  Phones  for  Senators.  Any  Senator  who  is  jittery 
about  summer  heat,  the  Poor  People’s  Campaign,  or 
just  any  deviation  from  normal  Congressional  patterns 
can  now  learn  exactly  what  is  happening,  where  it  is 
happening  (but  probably  not  why  it  is  happening)  by 
merely  picking  up  his  phone  and  pressing  a  blue  but¬ 
ton.  A  recently  installed  special  line  connecting  all 
Senators  with  the  Capitol  police  force  keeps  the  Con¬ 
gressmen  informed  by  means  of  a  recording  device  is¬ 
suing  the  latest  reports. 

UN  Human  Rights  Year.  Rep.  John  Rarick,  La.,  re¬ 
cently  suggested  that  maybe  there  is  some  “correlation 
between  what  is  transpiring  in  South  Vietnam,  South 
Africa,  Rhodesia,  and  other  free  countries  with  the 
mess  in  Washington,  D.C.”  He  concluded  that  the 
UN  is  “The  patron  saint  of  the  billionaire’s  subsidized 
project  in  the  District  of  Columbia — the  Poor  People’s 
infestation.”  Rep.  Rarick  feels  that  “UN  participation” 
in  the  Poor  People’s  Campaign  is  part  of  their  program 
for  Human  Rights  Year.  Rep.  Rarick  is  bitter,  but  if 
he  thinks  about  this  issue  a  little  longer  he  may  con¬ 
clude  that  poverty  is  really  a  matter  of  human  rights. 
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FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER.  Editors:  Frances 
Neely,  E.  Raymond  Wilson,  Charles  Harker  and  Bonnie 
Packer,  245  Second  St.,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.  C.  20002. 
Subscription  $.3.00  per  year.  Published  monthly  except 
August-September,  when  it  is  combined.  Second  class  post¬ 
age  paid  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
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FCSl  Washington  Newsletter  Service— 


Eleven  Newsletters  a  year 


•  Action  Bulletins — information  and  suggestions 

for  action  when  most  effective 

•  Voting  Record  of  each  Congressman  on  key 

issues 

•  Analysis  of  money  voted  by  each  session  of 

Congress 


Upon  request: 

FCNL  testimony  before  Congressional  Committees 
Information  on  specific  issues 

Special  mailings — Congressional  speeches  and  other 
background  information 

Register  Christian  Opinion — names,  districts,  and  Com¬ 
mittee  assignments  of  Congressmen 

FCNL  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy 


Please  enter  my  subscription  for  one  year  to  the  FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  at  $3.00,  $4.50  abroad.  Address:  245  Second 
Street,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.  20002  ($5.00  to  residents  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  who  also  receive  a  Newsletter  on  state  legis¬ 
lation.  Address:  4100  Warren  Avenue,  Hillside,  Illinois).  Contributions  above  NEWSLETTER  subscription  price  support  the  legis¬ 
lative  and  research  work  of  the  Committee. 

(Contributions  not  deductible  for  income  tax  purposes) 


Name. 


. .  Address 

(Please  Print) 


Zip 
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